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PUBLICATIONS │monographs 

Female Voices from an Ewe Dance-drumming Community in Ghana: Our Music has become a 
Divine Spirit, (Aldershot: Ashgate Press, SOAS Musicology series, 2009). Includes DVD 
documentary written and directed by the author. Received honorary mention for the 
Nketia Prize for the best African musical ethnography of 2009. Favorably reviewed by 
the following scholars: Kofi Agawu, Ethnomusicology, 56:1 (2012): 133-140; Trevor 
Wiggens, World Music, 1:1 (2012): 153-157; Katherine Stufflelbeam, Ethnomusicology 
Review, 16 (2011); Bode Omojola, African Studies Review, 54:1 (2011): 211-12; Meera 
Venkatachalam, African Affairs, 109:436 (2010): 507–8; Sidra Lawrence, Journal of the 
International Library of African Music 8:3 (2009): 168–73; and Paul Shauert, Journal of 
Folklore Research (Dec. 2009). 

 
PUBLICATIONS | other academic  
Music Traditions of Asia coauthored textbook with Gavin Webb (Cognella, 2016). 
Introductory Course for African Drumming (Binghamton University Custom Publishing, 2009). 

Original method book for learning both hand and stick drumming, including exercises 
and selections from various Ghanaian drum pieces. Also contains the lyrics for sixty 
songs from Ghana and Togo in their original languages and with English translations. 
Includes an audio CD with my own original recordings of all the music examples and 
songs in the book. 

 
PUBLICATIONS | book chapters  
“Southern Ewe Dance-Drumming: An Ethnographic Study of Performing Musicians in 

Contemporary Contexts,” Sustainable Futures for Music Cultures: An Ecological 
Perspective, edited by Huib Schippers & Catherine Grant (Oxford University Press, 
2016). 

“The West is Cold: Experiences of Ghanaian Performers in England and the United States,” 
The New African Diaspora: Assessing the Pains and Gains of Exile, edited by Isidore 
Okpewho and Nkiru Nzegwu (University of Indiana Press, 2009). 

 
PUBLICATIONS | peer reviewed journal articles  
“Cooling the Road: The role of music within the southern Ewe funeral ceremony," Mortality, 

17:2 (2012): 158-169. 
“Doing it with style: an ethnopoetic study of improvisation in Ewe dance-drumming," African 

Music, 9:1 (2011): 154-205. 
“Rhythmic Archetypes in Instrumental Music from Africa and the Diaspora,” Music Theory 

Online, 16:4 (2010). The article and audio-visual examples are available online at: 
http://www.mtosmt.org/issues/mto.10.16.4/mto.10.16.4.burns.html. 
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“My Mother Has a Television Does Yours? Transformation in an Ewe Funeral Drum Tradition,” 
Oral Tradition, 20:2 (2005): 300-319. The eCompanion for my article can be found 
online at: http://www.oraltradition.org/ecompanion/20ii/burns. 

 
PUBLICATIONS | works in progress  
The 
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Mawulikplim Adzogbo Haborbor Volume I. DVD of music videos directed, filmed, and edited by 
James Burns. Published by the Mawulikplim group in Ghana (2014). 

Tsodeme Haborbor Volume I. DVD of music videos directed, filmed, and edited by James Burns. 
Published by the Tsodeme group in Ghana (2014). 

Unity Haborbor Volume I. DVD of music videos directed, filmed, and edited by James Burns. 
Published by the Unity group in Ghana (2014). 

Denu Dunenyo Haborbor Volume I. DVD of music videos directed, filmed, and edited by James 
Burns. Published by the Dunenyo group in Ghana (2009). Online sample at: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pC5-LcHbbOE. 

Dzigbordi Haborbor Volume I. DVD of music videos directed, filmed, and edited by James 
Burns. Published by the Dzigbordi group in Ghana (2009). Online sample at: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ISy5LnHz3e8. 

Our Music has become a Divine Spirit: Female Voices from an Ewe Dance-drumming 
Community in Ghana. DVD documentary published by SOASIS (2008).  

Denu Dunenyo Haborbor Volume I. Recorded and produced by James Burns. Published by the 
Dunenyo group in Ghana (2006). Includes the dances: Afa slow, Afa fast, and Agbadza. 

Apeyeme Agbadza Group Volume I. Recorded and produced by James Burns. Published by the 
Apeyeme Agbadza Group in Ghana (2006). Includes the dances: Afa, Akpoka, and 
Ageshe in the sequence and style of an actual funeral. 

Apeyeme Sonu Group Volume I. Recorded and produced by James Burns. Published by the 
Apeyeme Sonu Group in Ghana (2006). Includes the Sonu dance. 

Tornu Yeve Shrine Ensemble Volume I: Music for Ceremony. Recorded and produced by James 
Burns. Published by the Tornu Yeve Shrine Ensemble in Ghana (2006). This is a 
complete recording of the repertory of the Yeve shrine including the dances Agogbagba, 
Sogbadza, Sovu, Adravu, Afotui and Dzetsiha. 

 
PUBLICATIONS | reviews 
"Review: Living the Hiplife: Celebrity and Entrepeneurship in Ghanaian Popular Music by 

Jesse Weaver Shipley," Notes: Quarterly Journal of the Music Library Association 71:2 
(2012). 

“Review: Bissa du Burkina Faso: Musique vocale et instrumentale (2003), Choeurs royaux du 
Benin: Fon–Gbe d'Abomey (2003); 
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PRESENTATIONS | selected invited lectures  
Invited Lecture, "The history and methodologies of African rhythm analysis,” CUNY Graduate 

Center, 2021.  
Invited Lecture, "Agbekor Drumming," National Academy of Chinese Theatre Arts, March 28, 

2016. 
Invited Lecture, "African rhythm: terms, concepts, and scholarship," 
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An evening of Hindustani instrumental music featuring Rajeev Taranath (sarod) accompanied by 
Nitin Mitta (tabla), Anderson Center Chamber Hall, Binghamton University, September 
25, 2009. Sponsored by the Departments of Music and Asian and Asian-American 
Studies, the Dean’s Visiting Speaker Fund, and the Indian Performing Arts Society of 
Binghamton. 

An evening of Hindustani vocal music featuring Kaivalya Kumar (vocal), Ravindra Katoti 
(harmonium) and Shyam Kane (tabla), Anderson Center Chamber Hall, Binghamton 
University, October 31, 2007. Sponsored by the Departments of Music and Asian and 
Asian-American Studies, the Dean’s Visiting Speaker Fund, and the Indian Performing 
Arts Society of Binghamton. 

Nrtiya Sangam: an evening of Indian classical dance featuring Shambhavi Vaze (dance) and 
Parimal Phadke (dance), Mandela room, Binghamton University, April 25, 2007. 
Sponsored by the Department of Music and the Indian Performing Arts Society of 
Binghamton.  

An evening of Hindustani instrumental music featuring Shahid Parvez (sitar) accompanied by 
Ramdas Palsule (tabla), Anderson Center Chamber Hall, Binghamton University, 
September 14, 2006. Sponsored by the Departments of Music and Asian and Asian-
American Studies, the Dean’s Visiting Speaker Fund, and the Indian Performing Arts 
Society of Binghamton.   

An evening of Hindustani instrumental music featuring Ashwini Bhide-Deshpande (vocal) 
accompanied by Vishwanath Shirodkar (tabla) and Seema Shirodkar (harmonium), 
Watters Theater, Binghamton University, May 13, 2006. Sponsored by the Department 
of Music and the Indian Performing Arts Society of Binghamton. 

 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE | selected Binghamton University  
Music Cultures of the Far/East Asia (MUS 111/AAAS 111). Encompasses popular and 

traditional music from India, China, Korea, Japan, Indonesia, and the Philippines. It is 
cross-listed with the Department of Asian and Asian-American Studies. The course, 
which contains a substantial portion devoted to Indian music, is also included in the 
newly developed South Asian Studies track within the Asian and Asian-American 
Studies major.  

Music Cultures of Africa, the Caribbean, and Latin America (MUS 112/AFST 180R/LACS 
180E) focuses on the historical and contemporary interlinkages between music of 
Africa, the Caribbean, and the United States. It is interdisciplinary, and is cross-listed 
with the Department of Africana Studies and the Latin American & Caribbean Area 
Studies Program. Recognizing the significant presence of students from these cultural 
backgrounds at Binghamton, the course aims to contextualize the music that they grew 
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Faculty Advisor, Joseph Ford, “Imitation, Integration, and Misperception: The Influence of Non-
Western Music on the Minimalist and Post-Minimalist Work of LaMonte Young, Terry 
Riley, Philip Glass, and Steve Reich,” Binghamton, Spring 2006.  

 
Outside Binghamton Master’s Thesis Committees—Completed 
Outside Committee Member, Brett Gallo, “Norvinyo Borborbor: A Study of Ewedome Dance-

Drumming from Kpando, Ghana,” Tufts University, 2014-15.  
 
Undergraduate Independent Studies  
Faculty Advisor, Fatima Livan, “Orisha in Contemporary Media," Binghamton University, 

Spring 2018. 
Faculty Advisor, Noni Abdur-Razzaq, “Study and performance of the Afro-Cuban dances 

Guaguanco and Yemaya,” performed on May 5, 2017 at Imagicka, May 5, 2017, and 
Anderson Center, May 11, 2017. 

Faculty Advisor, Jiawei Mao, “An ethnographic study of contemporary Qin art song practice,” 
Binghamton University, Spring 2017. 

Faculty Advisor, Jiawei Mao, 
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Faculty Advisor, Edwine Bernard, " The Haitian Popular Music Scene in New York City,” 
Binghamton, Spring 2009. 

Faculty Advisor, Tomek Regalski, "Sitar performance of Rags Yaman and Bhairaivi,” 
Binghamton, Spring 2009. 

Faculty Advisor, Boaz Tingson, " Filipino Christian Music: an emic perspective,” Binghamton, 
Spring 2008. 

Faculty Advisor, Kathleen Cisek, " Music context for Ewe music performance in Ghana,” 
Binghamton, Spring 2008. 

Faculty Advisor, Micah Banner-Baine, An ethnographic study of the Binghamton Madrigal 
Choir,” Binghamton, Spring 2007. 

 
Undergraduate Mentorship  
Faculty Mentor, Cheyenne Lewis, “Exploring African Identity: The Case of African Americans 

in New Orleans,” Ronald E. McNair 
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REFERENCES |  
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Distinguished Professor, The Graduate Center 
City University of New York 
(212) 817-8591 
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Dr. Keith Howard 
Professor of Music 
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