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John Suk-Young Kang, MSSW, PhD 
Binghamton University, State University of New York 

Department of Social Work, College of Community and Public Affairs 
PO Box 6000 Binghamton, NY 13902-6000 

Tel: (607) 777-9156 (office) 
sykang@binghamton.edu 

 

EDUCATION 
Doctor of Philosophy 2003 
Concentration: Advanced Practice in Social Gerontology 
Dissertation: Caregiver Strain among Spouse and Adult Child Caregivers of Frail Elders 
(Chair: Dr. Ada C. Mui, Committee Members, Dr. Denise Burnette, Dr. Tazuko Shibusawa, Dr. 
Raymond Arons, Dr. Elizabeth Midlarsky) 
Columbia University School of Social Work 
New York, NY 

 
Master of Science in Social Work 1994 
Columbia University School of Social Work 
New York, NY 

 
Bachelor of Arts in Social Welfare 1991 
Seoul National University College of Social Science 
Seoul, Korea 

 
RESEARCH AND TEACHING INTERESTS 

 Technology and Aging  
 Social Gerontology 
 Depression among Asian Immigrant Elders 
 Health Status and Health Service Utilization among Asian Americans 
 Family Caregiving 
 Social J

mailto:sykang@binghamton.edu
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Assistant Professor      2007–2011 
School of Social Work 
University of Texas at Arlington  
Arlington, TX 

Assistant Professor 2003–2007 
College of Public Programs 
School of Social Work 
Arizona State University 
Phoenix, AZ 

Research Assistant 1999–2003 
Managed research data sets using SAS ®, conducted literature reviews, and performed 
publication preparation in the following studies: 

 
School of Social Work 
Columbia University 
New York, NY 

Self-Care for Chronic Health Conditions: The Experience of African American Elders 
Asian American Elders in New York City: A Study of Health, Social Needs, 
Quality of Life and Quality of Care 

Quality-of-Life Study: St. Luke’s Hospital 
Designated Reporters Reporting Behavior in NYC Public 

Schools John A. Hartford Geriatric Training Grant proposal 
preparation 

Recent Alumni Survey (1996–1998 Graduates of Columbia University School of 
Social Work) for CSWE Re-Accreditation 

 
School of Public Health 2000 
Stroud Center for Study of Quality of Life 
Columbia University New York, NY 

Active Life Expectancy Study (merged data from North Manhattan Aging Project and 
National Death Index) 

 
Teaching and Curriculum Development 1999–2003 
School of Social Work 
Columbia University, New York, NY 

 
Media Project for Gerontology Core Curriculum 2001–2002 

Designed website teaching materials 
 

Computer Lab Consultant 2001–2002 
Assisted MS and PhD students with SPSS, SAS, Microsoft Office, 

and web searches 
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The role of socio-cultural factors of intention of using welfare-technology    2019-2021 
among older adults living in community: Comparison between Korean and U.S. 
Funded by National Research Foundation of Korea 
Approximately $89,000 (100,000,000 Korean Won) 

Addressing Non-Medical Factors of Health to Transform the Medical Model 2015–2018 
Funded by The Commonwealth Fund 
Co-Investigator, $350,000 

Integrating Mobile Technology to Enhance Geriatric Social Work Training (IMTEG) 2013 
SUNY Innovative Instruction Technology Grants (IITG) initiative 
Program Evaluator, $18,000  
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GRANTS NOT FUNDED 
 

The exploration of potential benefit of robotic companion pets among                   November 2023 
women with dementia diagnosis 
Institute for Advanced Studies in the Humanities (IASH), one course buy-out and stipend 
 
Exploring the interaction between robotic companion pets and community                October 2022 
dwelling older women 
The Borchard Foundation Center on Law & Aging, $20,000                                        
 
The potential benefits of companion robotic pets on quality of life                                  April 2022 
among community-dwelling older women                                                    
Kaschak Faculty Fellowship: Ellyn Uram Kaschak Institute for Social Justice for  
Women and Girls, $5,000 and one course buyout                                                                                 
 
The YMCA of Central Massachusetts and Central Massachusetts Agency                       May 2021 
on Aging Food Accessibility and Hydroponic Farming Program from Sept. 2021 to 2024 
Program Evaluator, US Department of Agriculture Community Food Project, $360,000                                                                                                                              
 
CCPA Research Excellence Award:                                                                                  April 2020 
Assessment of the Impact of Physical Distancing on Social Isolation in Rural Upstate New York 
in the Context of Age-Friendly Communities 
Co-Principal Investigator, $13,160                                                                                    
 
Community Partnership Seed Grant Proposal:                                                              March 2020 
Assessment of Age-Friendly Communities in Rural Upstate New York: Development of 
Qualitative Measures and Quantitative Indicators 
Co- Principal Investigator, Binghamton University Transdisciplinary Areas of Excellence (TAE) 
Seed Grant Program, $23,752                                                                                          
 
Improving Data Collection and Measurement Systems for                                                Jan 2019 
Social Determinant of Health Interventions in Rural New York State 
Co-Principal Investigator, Rural Health Network, $75,000                                                                                 
 
The Geriatric Education Modules (GEMs) Project 2013 
Program Evaluator, UHS Foundation, $40,000 
 

Assessing the Impact of Geriatric Consultation Clinic on Older Adults 2012 
and Family Caregivers 
Co-Principal Investigator, The Lois and Samuel Silberman Grant Fund in The New York 
Community Trust, $38,845 
 
Brief proposal in response to the call for proposal issued by New Connections 2012 
Principal Investigator, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s New Connections, $75,000 
 
Developing and Evaluating a Model for Inter-Professional Collaboration between Social Work 
and Medicine to Increase Efficiency and Quality of Care for Older Adults 2012 
Program Evaluator, SUNY/RF Research Collaboration Fund, $100,000 
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Assessing the impact of a Geriatric Consultation Clinic on older adults and caregivers 2011 
in Broome County and Tioga County 
Principal Investigator 
Binghamton University Academic Program and Faculty Development Fund, $30,500 

Examining variations in mental health care service utilization and English proficiency 2009 
among Latino and Asian Americans 
Principal Investigator, Robert Wood Johnson Foundation’s New Connections, $75,000 
 
Risk factors and prevalence of depression among Korean immigrant elders in TX 2007 
Principal Investigator 
University of Texas at Arlington Research Enhancement Program Grant, $9,931 
 
AWARDS 
NYS/UUP Individual Development Awards 
To present at Gerontological Society of America (GSA) in Fall 2023, $2,000 
To attend a Technology and Aging workshop in May 2023, $300 
To present at GSA in Fall 2022, $1,700 
To present at GSA in Fall 2021 virtually, $469 
To present a research topic at MIT Agelab, $750 
To present at the International Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics 
(IAGG) European Region Congress, Gothenburg, Sweden $1,000 
To present at IAGG, San Francisco $900 
To attend a statistic workshop at Temple University $1,000 
To attend the HRS workshop at University of Michigan $225 
To conduct a comparative research project (The Effect of Acculturation on 
Depression of Korean Immigrant Elders living in Canada and the US) 
Principal Investigator, $808.71 

 
2024 
2024 
2023 
2022 
2020 
2019 
 
2017 
2016 
2015 
2011 
 

Faculty Excellence Award for research (The University of Texas at Arlington) 
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ACADEMIC PUBLICATIONS 
 

Peer-Reviewed Journal: Under review 
Wang, K., & 

http://dx.doi.org/10.47116/apjcri.2022.12.42
https://doi.org/10.1080/00981389.2022.2092581
https://doi.org/10.15207/JKCS.2022.13.04.421
https://doi.org/10.15207/JKCS.2021.12.8.215
https://journals.lww.com/professionalcasemanagementjournal/abstract/2019/11000/time_contribution_of_social_workers_in_care.6.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/professionalcasemanagementjournal/abstract/2019/11000/time_contribution_of_social_workers_in_care.6.aspx


John Suk-Young Kang, MSSW, PhD 8 
 

8. Rowe, J.M., Rizzo, V.M., Guthrie, D., Vail, M.R., Kang, S.Y., & Golden, R. (May 2019). 
The Electronic Health Record: Documenting the Unique Contributions of Social Workers. 
Health & Social Work  44(2):123-128. doi: https://doi.org/10.1093/hsw/hlz006 
 

9. Kim, I.S., Kang, S.Y., & Kim, W.S. (2018). The effects of religious participation and 
family assistance on mental health among older Chinese and Korean immigrants: 
Multiple mediator analyses. Journal of Cross-Cultural Gerontology 33 (4). 411-425  
doi: https://doi.org/10.1007/s10823-018-9355-7 

 
10. Kim, J.K. & Kang, S. Y. (2018). Work Longer, Better Satisfaction? Financial and 

Psychological Satisfaction among Korean Baby Boomers and Older Korean Workers. 
International Social Work, 61 (6), 809-825.  
doi: https://doi.org/10.1177/0020872816670476 

 
11. Rowe, J.M., Rizzo, V.M., Vail, M.R., Kang, S.Y., & Golden, R. (2017). The Role of 

Social Workers in Addressing Non-Medical Needs in Primary Health Care. Social Work 
in Health Care, 56 (6), 435–449, doi: https://doi.org/10.1080/00981389.2017.1318799 

 
12. Kang, S. Y. (2016). Perceived overload as a predictor of physical strain among spousal and 

adult child caregivers of frail elders in the community. Journal of Human Behavior in the 
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https://doi.org/10.1080/01634372.2014.919977


John Suk-Young Kang, MSSW, PhD 9 
 

19. Kang, S. Y., Boyas, J., & Salehin, M. (2012). Correlates of depression among Chinese 
immigrant elders in Arizona: The role of acculturative stress and social support. Journal of 
Human Behavior in the Social Environment, 22, 334–350.  
 doi: https://doi.org/10.1080/10911359.2012.655609 

 
20. Mitschke, D., & Kang, S. Y. (2012). Social Support and coping in families facing 

prostate cancer. Journal of Social Service Research, 38, 413–426. doi: 
https://doi.org/10.1080/01488376.2012.669271 
 

21. Kang, S. Y., & Watts, T. D. (2012). Historical perspectives on North Korea: A brief 
introduction and bibliography. Journal of Comparative Social Welfare, 28 (3), 235–240.  
doi: 
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30. Mui, A. C., Kang, S. Y., Kang, D.Y., & Domanski, M.D. (2007). English language 
proficiency and health-related quality of life among Chinese and Korean immigrant elders. 
Health and Social Work, 32, 119–127. doi: https://doi.org/10.1093/hsw/32.2.119 

 
31. Kang, S.Y. (2006). Predictors of emotional strain among spouse and adult child caregivers. 

Journal of Gerontological Social Work, 47(1/2), 107–131. doi:  
https://doi.org/10.1300/J083v47n01_08 
 

32. Mui, A. C., & Kang, S.Y. (2006). Acculturation stress and depression among elderly 
Asian American immigrants. Social Work, 51, 243–255. doi: 
https://doi.org/10.1093/sw/51.3.243 

 
33. Mui, A. C., Kang, S.Y., Chen, L.M., & Domanski, M.D. (2003). Reliability of the 

Geriatric Depression Scale for use among elderly Asian immigrants in the USA. 
International Psychogeriatric, 15 (3), 253–273. 

 
Book Chapter in preparation 
Kang, S. Y. 
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10. Kim, J.K., & Kang, S.Y. (November 2018). Financial Literacy and Preparedness for 
Retirement among Middle-Aged North Korean Defectors in South Korea. Poster presentation 
at the Gerontological Society of America’s 70th Annual Scientific Meeting, Boston, MA. 

 
11. Rizzo, V.M., Han, W.J., Kang, S.Y., Rowe, J.M., Kukowski, R., & Golden, R. 

(November 2018). Promising Practices for Improving Psychosocial Care for Older 
Adults. A symposium session at the Gerontological Society of America’s 70th Annual 
Scientific Meeting, Boston, MA. 

 
12. Kang, S.Y., & Kim, J.K. (2017). Successful Aging of Older Korean Americans. Presented 

in a symposium session at the 21st International Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics 
(IAGG), World Congress of Gerontology and Geriatrics, San Francisco, CA. 

 
13. Kang, S.Y., Kim, I.S., & Kim, W.S. (July 24, 2017). A Comparative Analysis: Depressive 

Symptoms among Korean Immigrant Elders in Two US States. Poster presented at the 21st 
International Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics (IAGG), World Congress of 
Gerontology and Geriatrics, San Francisco, CA. 

 
14. Vang, S.S., Kang, S.Y., & Mui, A. (2017). Age-Related Differences in Health-Related 

Quality of Life (HRQoL) among Cancer Survivors. Poster presented at the 21st International 
Association of Gerontology and Geriatrics (IAGG), World Congress of Gerontology and 
Geriatrics, San Francisco, CA. 
 

15. Rizzo, V. M., & Kang, S.Y. (Dec 12, 2016). Addressing Non-Medical Needs to 
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19. Jeffri, J., Miller, P., Bear-Lehman, J., & Kang, S.Y. (November 5, 2014). The impact of 
ART CART: Saving the legacy compared to the general population. Symposium 
presentation at the Gerontological Society of America’s 67th 
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40. Mui, A. C. & Kang, S. Y. (2005). Acculturation stress and depression among elderly 
Asian- American immigrants. Poster presented at the Council on Social Work 
Education’s 51th Annual Program Meeting, New York, NY. 
 

41. Kang, S.Y. (2004). Predictors of p
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Collaborative Psychiatric Epidemiology Surveys (CPES): Investigating 
Cultural and Ethnic Influences on Mental Health 
Sponsor: Inter-University Consortium for Political and Social Research and 
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PROFESSIONAL/SERVICE ACTIVITIES 
 

SERVICE: 
Binghamton University 

 

Department Service (Department of Social Work): 
 Chair – Faculty Search Committee, AY2021–2022, AY 2023–2024 
 Member – Curriculum Committee AY 2022–2023 
 Member – Faculty Search Committee, AY 2014–2016, 2018–2019, 2022–2023 
 Member – Associate Field Education Director Search Committee, Summer–Fall 2021 
 Chair – Department of Social Work, September 2019–August 2021  
 Director – MSW program, September 2019–August 2021 
 Interim Chair – Department of Social Work, July 2018–August 2019 
 Director – MSW program, July 2018–May 2019 
 Director – BSW program, Spring 2016–Fall 2017 
 Member – BSW program Associate Director for Field Education Search 

Committee, 2016 
 Chair – Online Program Committee (Formerly Blended Part-time Program 

Committee), 2016–Fall 2017 
 Chair – Advancement & Grievance Committee, 2015–Fall 2017, AY 2022–2023,  

AY 2023–2024 
 Member – Online Program Committee (Formerly Blended Part-time 

Program Committee), 2014–2016 
 Member – Committee for the preparation of course map for CSWE accreditation, 

2012– Fall 2017 
 Member – Committee for the Development of Capstone project, 2012–2016 

 
College Service (College of Community and Public Affairs): 

 Member – CCPA’s Community Research & Action (CRA) Doctoral Program Advisory 
Committee – From Fall 2023 to present 

 Member – CCPA’s 2023–2024 High-Profile Faculty Search Committee 
 Member – IPC for Department of Social Work, AY 2021–2022, AY 2022–2023 
 Member – IPC for Department of Social Work and Department of Human 

Development, Fall Term, 2016–2018 
 Member – Ethics & Integrity Committee, 2013–2015 
 Member – College of Community and Public Affairs Interdisciplinary Doctoral 

Program Advisory Committee, 2013–2014 
 Member – College of Community and Public Affairs Interdisciplinary Doctoral 

Program Admissions Subcommittee, 2013–2014 
 Member – Dean Search Committee, 2013 

 
University Service: 

 Member – University Personnel Committee (Tenure and Promotion Review Committee) 
term AY 2022–2024 

 Member – University Testing Center Advisory Committee, Fall 2022–Present 
 Member – Emergency Fund Review Committee, Spring 2020–Present 
 Member – MPH Admissions Committee, Fall 2018–Present 
 Member – Human Subjects Research Review Committee, Fall 2012–Present 
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 Member – Library Dean Search Committee, AY 2022–2023 
 Member – Executive Committee, Kachick Institute, Fall 2018–Fall 2022 
 Member – IPE Curriculum and Assessment Committee, July 2018–August 2021 
 Member – Human Subjects Research Review Committee, Search Committee for IRB 

Associate Director, Fall 2016 
 Member – 
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University of Texas at Arlington 
School Service (School of Social Work): 

 Member – Search Committee, 2008–2010 
 Member – Student Relations Committee, 2007–2008 
 Member – Professional Standards Committee 
 Member – Human Behavior and Social Environment Content Area Group 
 Member – Research Content Area Group, 2007–2008 
 Member – Direct Practice Content Area Group, 2007–2008 
 Member – Faculty Development and Review Committee 

 
University Service: 

 Member – Multicultural Collection Advisory Committee, 2009–2011 
 Provided peer consultation to a faculty member in the UTA Psychology Department, 

Dr. Pablo Mora, who was applying for mental health grants from the Hogg Foundation. 
 

Service to the Social Work Profession: 
 Provided peer consultation to a faculty member at The Arizona State University School 

of Social Work who was applying for the John A. Hartford Geriatric Faculty 
Scholarship. 

 Guest Reviewer – American Journal of Public Health 
 Guest Reviewer – Journal of Gerontological Social Work 
 Guest Reviewer – Advances in Social Work 
 Peer Reviewer – City University of New 
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Community: 
 Support in recruiting participants for the Asian Pacific Community in Action, 

Korean and Filipino Community Needs Assessment Project in 2004 
 

Service to the Social Work Profession: 
 Guest Reviewer – Journal of Sociology and Social Welfare 
 AzGEC Core Faculty (The University of Arizona, Arizona Geriatric Education 

Center Core Faculty), involved in the collaboration between Arizona State University 
School of Social Work and University of Arizona Geriatric Education Center 

 Contribution to the National Association of Social Workers (NASW), Arizona 
Chapter Salary Survey 

 
International Community: 

 Presentation at the Hannah Nursing Home in South Korea in 2003 
 Initiation and preparation for inviting a visiting scholar, Dr. Sunghan Kim, from 

South Korea for international collaboration in 2005–2006 
 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 
 Association for Gerontological Education in Social Work (AGESW) 
 Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) 
 Gerontological Society of America (GSA), Member (1998–Present),  

Fellow (2023–Present) 
 National Association of Social Workers (NASW) 
 Fellow of New York Academy of Medicine (NYAM) (2025–Present) 
 Society for Social Work and Research (SSWR) 
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